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Ready for the virtual performances 

In  July  just  before  filming  began,  volunteers  prepared  the  lovely  circle 
garden (above). Metal heritage elements on the house were painted, and 
the lawn manicured by volunteer Richard Keeler so that the MacCulloch 
dancers (below) had a suitable stage, with the Ruins as their backdrop. 

The drystone wall (left) was stunning behind Heather Flipsen, Paddy Kelly 
(on guitar), and the Campbells: Scott (filming), Noël, Rachel and Gabrielle.

Virtual Celtic  
Concert Still 

Available Online 

Over  40,000  people 
have  now  viewed  this 
mo v ing  90 -minute 
concer t ,  o r ig ina l l y 
shown on August 12/13. 

Organized  by  our new 
board  member 
Gabrielle  Campbell,  it 
f ea tures  many 
Glengarry   musicians, 
with scenes from the old 
county,  the  St.Lawrence  
River, and Cape Breton. 

Prepare  for  a  wonderful 
time.  You  will  find  the 
YouTube  l ink  a t 
www.bishopshouse.ca .

THE BISHOP’S HOUSE

MacCulloch dancers where the Glengarry Fencibles Infantry trained in 1812

http://wwwbishopshouse.ca
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With the help of a 2020-21 Parks Canada National Cost-Sharing grant of $98,572, stone conservation 
and repointing began on the rear walls of the Bishop’s House this fall. The last section included in 
this proposal, the northwest corner, will be completed next spring when the weather is suitable again.

The  1808  Georgian  features  (right)  had  been  largely  hidden,  even  altered  over  the  years  by  the  
unsympathetic additions built in the 1930s and 1980s. Now, boards still cover some openings because 
a suitable back door has yet to be found, some windows are being made, and others restored. The 
“tired” cedar shakes on the mansard (and the plastic protection on them) will be be replaced in spring.

Parks Canada Cost-Sharing Grant 

     The Glengarry Fencibles Board 

Brenda Baxter (President), Allan Macdonell (Vice President), Dane Lanken (Treasurer), Gabrielle Campbell 
(Secretary) and Directors Ranald MacDonald, Tish Humphries, and Alistair MacDonald.

The basement door (above) was hidden 
before the stone consolidation. (The 
area is boarded now ’til landscaped)

       Plaster Work Leads to Discoveries

Many Ionians will be surprised to know that  a 
window and a fireplace were hidden in the west wall 
of the music room (as you come in the front door, it 
is the room immediately to your left).

In 1808, the Bishop’s view through that window 
would have been to John Sandfield Macdonald’s farm 
(the future premier). In 1924 when the wings were 
added, workers were careful when covering these 
areas, because many heritage details remain intact.

       Stone was added to transform two          
 doors into windows again
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Three individuals who cared deeply about the Bishop’s House have helped ensure 

its enduring legacy after their passing

Joan Kennedy (Jan.29, 1944 - Sept.23, 2019) was a consultant in the nursing home sector who retired 
to Ottawa. Originally from near Apple Hill, she left a $2000 bequest in her will.The families of 
Coleman MacDonald and Angus MacDonald kindly asked that mourners leave Fencibles’ 
donations in their names. Coleman, who died June 15, was married to the late Joan P. and lived on a 
bicentennial farm along Loyalist Road in Williamstown. Angus spent his entire life on his ancestral 
farm near St.Raphael’s, attended Iona Academy, and was married to June. He died  July 9 at 97.

Jean McCosham (nee Gosselin) is shown here with 
two architectural prints she donated. Now living 
near her daughter in Vancouver, Jean boarded at 
Iona for five years in the early’40s, a classmate and 
lifelong friend of the late Catherine “Ray Gill” 
McDonell and the late Msgr. Bernard McDougald.

Our “new” front door: this work of art, found in 
a Montreal antique shop, is being restored and 
installed by Mackie Roberston from Bainsville. 
All his fees, the cost of the door and its heritage 
hardware are being covered by an anonymous 
donor. To him or her, we say thank you.

Membership Form  2021 

 Glengarry Fencibles Trust is a membership-based heritage charity, open to all who are interested in the protection and 
promotion of St.Raphael’s history. 

 Membership Costs:  Individual: __ $20 a year   Student: __ $10 a year    Family: __ $30 a year   Lifetime: __ $250

Name ______________________________________________   Date __________________________ 

Address/Postal code ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ___________________________ Email Address (not required) ________________________________

Mail to: Glengarry Fencibles Trust, 4739 Frog Hollow Road, Green Valley  ON   K0C 1L0

We Are Honoured 
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